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February 2, 2018 

 

The Honorable Robert Pittenger  

U.S. House of Representatives  

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Representative Pittenger: 

 

Thank you for your letter dated October 27, 2017 addressed to President Donald J. Trump regarding 

houses of worship being ineligible for Public Assistance funding.  I am pleased to respond on the 

President’s behalf. Your inquiry is very important to us and we regret the delayed response due to 

pending lawsuits against FEMA.   

 

Under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act), FEMA 

may provide financial assistance to certain private nonprofit organizations for the repair or 

replacement of facilities damaged or destroyed by a major disaster.  On January 2, 2018, FEMA 

changed its Public Assistance Policy and Program Guide (PAPPG), adding as eligible “activities of 

community centers or houses of worship open to the general public, without regard to their secular 

or religious nature.”  Further, FEMA has removed from the PAPPG language stating that facilities 

used primarily for religious activities are not eligible.  Effective for any major disaster declared on or 

after August 23, 2017, private nonprofit organizations operating a house of worship are now eligible 

under the FEMA Public Assistance Program.   

 

If you have any further questions about this policy change, please have your staff contact FEMA 

Congressional Affairs Division at (202) 646-4500.  

       

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Brock Long 

Administrator  

 

 


